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The relationship between the middle class and democratization has been the 
focus of the academia. In the view of the development of the society in the world, the 
middle class not only plays an important role in the social stability, but also push 
pushes a country towards the modernization.  As Samuel Huntington said in The 
Third Wave: The Late 20th Century Wave of Democratization in his book: “Almost the 
most active supporters of democratization come from the urban middle class in every 
country.” Taiwan is a part of China's territory from its ancient times. Taiwan is an 
inviolable territory of China long ago. It adopts a Western-style democracy model, not 
following the mainland. Since its direct presidential election in 1996, Taiwanese and 
the West declared that Taiwan had already entered a phase of consolidation of 
democracy, and insisted that Taiwan's democratic model was the advanced political 
system shared by the mainland. In fact, Taiwan's democracy is a Western-style 
democratic model, In fact, Taiwan's democracy is a Western-style model, only with 
the form of Western-style democratic elections, rather than with the quality, Which 
can be seen in the Taiwan's Democratic progress. Actually, the socialist democratic 
model can really reflect the human rights.  Therefore, this paper gives the analysis of 
the formation, division and differentiation of Taiwan's middle class in its 
democratization. Then it reveals the important role of the middle class in the 
democratization., and the confusion which Taiwan's political parties, especially the 
democratic progressive party brings to the political and the people by advocating 
Taiwan’s independence and stirring up conflict for its own interest. Finally, this thesis 
makes the conclusion that as the stabilizer and the backbone of the society, the middle 
class should continue to play a role in the Taiwan’s democratization, leading its return 
to the motherland and its future of socialist democracy. This paper is divided into five 
parts:  
In the first part, the thesis introduces the research background and its significance, 
research methodology, framework, some innovations and relevant research literature 
review.  
In the second part, the thesis studies the relationship between the middle class 














he definition of middle class and the relationship between democratization.  The 
difference between the old and the new middle class has also been involved.  
In the third part, the thesis elaborates the middle class in the democratization in 
Taiwan. Firstly, it gives the division of the stage of Taiwan's democratization. 
According to research needs, the democratization in Taiwan is divided into two stages 
which are before strict martial law after the two stages of reconciliation there are two 
stage which are before the Martial law and after the Martial law. Secondly, the 
formation, nature, characteristics, and political movements of the middle class in 
Taiwan before the Martial law are discussed. Finally, the differentiation of he middle 
class after the Martial law, and its role in elections are explained. 
In the third part, the thesis gives a study on the contemporary Taiwan's 
democracy and the middle class. Firstly, it analyzes the current political chaos in 
Taiwan and the plight of its democracy. Secondly, it describes the status of the middle 
class in Taiwan. Finally, it explains the future of Taiwan's democracy, and the trend 
and historic mission of the middle class  
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